Hepatic lipase.
Hepatic lipase (HL) is an important enzyme that is involved in the metabolism of chylomicrons, intermediate density lipoproteins, and high density lipoproteins. HL may affect the liver uptake of remnant lipoproteins by modifying their compositions. HL also participates in the reverse cholesterol transport, thereby influencing the process of atherosclerosis. Several new functions of HL have recently been revealed. In this article, we review some of the recent progress based on studies using transgenic animals, with an emphasis on HL functions in remnant metabolism and atherosclerosis.